AND. 


Trust to Ged, and what is right.” Psal 
ms. 
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| GIBRALTAR. 

[EXTRACTS FROM A PRIVATE LETTER.) 
“Our Governor, Sir R. Gardiner, tried this year 
to make us discontinue the practice of making 
Tabernacles for the festival, by interdicting arbi- 
trarily the admission of fresh canes from the 


neighbouring country. I herewith enclose copy.| 


of a letter addressed then to him, to which a 
‘verbal unfavourable answer was received, through 
his civil Secretary. I am glad to see that the 
Wardens of the Synagogue here are about drawing 
up an address to Sir Moses Montefiore and the 
Board of Deputies, praying their interposition im 
the matter, in order to know if we have to give 
up a religious ceremony enacted by Biblical autho- 
yity, and always practised in Gibraltar, without 
the least interference on the part of Sir R. 
Gardiner’s predecessors, or any other military 
authority. 

enclose, also, the first number of the “ Cal- 

ean Advertiser,’ which has caused such alarm 
to Sir R. Gardiner, that the next day he directed 
‘the police magistrate to notify the printer and 
publisher of the “ Advertiser,” that he must dis- 
‘continue its pu lication, after a free circulation of 


its prospectuses for about two months previous: 


to the first number being issuede 
The Exchange Committee had resolved upon 
eoavening a public meeting of the inhabitants of 
Gibraltar, as you will see by the notice signed, 
‘© Wm. Carver,” in the ‘‘ Gibraltar Chronicle” of 


the 21st Nov.; and on the following ‘day, Sir 
—R. Gardiner (after his neglect in taking the ini-} 


-tiative himself, which circumstance led us to sup- 


pose that he tried to prevent us exlnbiting our 


sympathy towards those brave fellows who. are 


~ fighting for the noble cause of liberty and civiliza- | 
~ tion, and to respond cordially, as loving subjects 


of her Majesty, to her appeal, in order to make 


~~ collections in aid of the Patriotic Fund) published 
- the Royal Commission in the * Gibraltar Chro- 


of Nov. 22, which also enclose you, and 


to the last note thereof beg to call your attention. retil a | ler OFr's 
| to the upper part or top of the hause (Ps. cxxxil, 3.), the 


meaning of several passages will be better apprehended, | of the ‘Department of Public Instruction. It is ‘built in a half 2 


Notwithstanding, we held ‘our public meeting, 


and appointed a committee, as- will be seen from’ 
- the “Chronicle” of Nov. 23, and through which. 


I am happy to say our. subscription-list exceeds 


now ore thousand pounds, to which the Jews con- | 


tributed most cheerfully, and in a manner, com- 


paratively speaking, not surpassed by. any other 


section of the population.. 
[have read some of the Spanish papers about 
the admission of the Jews into Spain. Some are 
‘in our favour, and do us justice in their able 
commentaries against that part of the Spanish 


“press which is not for us, and which still, I 
~-may say wickedly, misrepresents the Jew. The 


Spaniards are too much behind the age to make 


~perpetrated.in the name. of the Christian relivion 
perl 


by that most hateful. of institutions—the Inquisi- 


tion. And Tsée by desultory conversations 


jn the Spanish Chambers, that there are. many: 
-menibers agamst the readmission of the Jews, 


| With all regard aml esteem, 

Tremain, yours sincerely, 


Gibraltar, Sept: 29, 1854. 


-May.it please your Excellency. 


your. Excelleney’s knowledge, that a bundle of green 
eancs, which I have bought. at: the Spanish lines, and 
| which, ‘aS. every other article not. taxed with a duty, 
has hitherto been’ freely and unconditionally admitted 


‘into eity,> was ‘stopped yesterday by the police- 


inspector-on duty in the North Front... On the porter 


', who was carrying the canes inquiring’ the reason of his | 


not being allowed to. proceed with them into the city, 
was: that’ there is an express order from 
the police” magistrate. not to allow their introduction. 
Whereupon, repaired ‘to the Nerth Front, to inquire 
of the inspeetor of police the reason of his interdieting 


. the admission of ny canes, and | received the same 


ans'ver as the porter had received. 
There has been, Sir, no public intimation promul- 
gated that might have induced me to abstain from buy- 
ing them, and not to have incurred the expense of 
“hiring a porter to bring them in. | 
Therefore I, with all deference to your Excellency’s 
superior judgment, consider .that order on the part of 
the police magistrate an arbitrary one’; and this cir- 
-cumstance, Sir, emboldens me to approach your Ex- 
.cellency, praying that your Excellency will be pleased 
to give the necessary directions for the importation of 
the said bundle of green canes, which I have bought 
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amends for-their past errors and gross injustice! ¢ 
the octave in music, It may refer, however, Lo the; 


cumbent on believing Jews, of which persuasion | am 
a member. 
I have the honour to be, with all due respect, 
| Your Excellency’s humble, and 
Obedient servant, 
‘Signed, A. Serraty. 
To Sir R. W. Gardiner, Lieut.-General, and 
Governor, &., 


THE GREAT ALPHABETIC PSALM, AND THE 
SONGS OF DEGREES. 

In attempting to discover a reason for the division of 
Psalm cxix., into twenty-two portions of eight verses 
each, instead of seven or ten, the more favourite numbers 
of the Hebrew, I have thought that, as the whole Psalm 
is chiefly laudatory of the Thorah, or Law of Moses, and 
was written alphabetically for the insruction mainly of 
the younger people, to be by them committed to me- 
mory, a didactic reason might exist for making up the 
total number of 176 verses, peculiar to this Psalm. 
Adverting then to the necessity, for the purposes of 
Jewish worship, of ascertaining the periods of the new 
moons, to adjust the year thereby, I find that a mean 
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for my. own use, intended for a religious purpose in- 


lunation, as determined by the latest authorities, is very 


nearly 29-5306 days : (29d. 12h. 44m.); and as the 
Jewish months were lunar, six of these would amount 


to 177d. 4h. 24m., being somewhat more than one over 


the number of verses in this Psalm, As lunations, from 
observation, vary from 29d. 7h. 32m. to 29d. 18h, 
50m., the above was very close approximation to the 


half-year. The other half of the year would vary to a. 


whole lunation (Veadar) betwixt the ordinary and the 
intercalary year. *. This was, at least, the best possible 


This Psalm might then have answered some of-the pur- 
poses of an almanac. It isa very important one in 


fixing the Hebrew metres, the initial letter being the | 


same for every eight verses in succession. — 


exxxiv., rerdered ‘* Song of Degrees,” appear to me to 
signify rather “Song of Ascents,” in -reference to the 
Jewish practice of ascending to the housd-top to watch 
and pray, as well as to sleep.’ If it be assumed that 
these fifteen Psalms were appropriated for domestic usé 
on the Jew retiring, by ascending the ladder or stairs. 


I conceive, than by supposing that they were composed 
sole'y for temple use, or, as Kichorn thinks, to be sung 
ona journey, Standing on the honse-top, the praying 
Jew, like David and Solomon, would have in view 
heaven and earth (cxxi 2., exxiii. 1.), the:sua and moon 


combinations of twenty-two letters for. such purpédse. | 


(exxi. 6.), the surrounding hills (cxxi. 1,), and. moun. 
tains (cxxv. 2.), the gates and cityof Jerusalem (oxxil, 


2, 3. 7.), Mount Zion (cxxv. 1.), the watchmen on the} 


walls (exxvii. 1., exxx..6.), his wife and chidren at 


home (exxviii. 3.,cxxx!. 2.), the mower bringing in his} 


sheaves, compared with the'grass on the house-tops 
(exxix, 6—8.), all subjects especially: noted in these 
fifteen Psalms. The number eight appears to be a 


favourite one in.these, as well as in Psalm exix ; but | 


there is no reason’ to believe that stich nuinber refers 


numbers of stairs or steps to.ascend. [am not aware 
that the above views: have been previously taken, whieh 


is my reason for calliny attention to this interesting and, 
well-debated subject. 


e 


* Their shortest ordinary year consisted of 853, and 


its half of 1763 days.. The Mahometan. ordinary half 
year consists of 177 days, The calendar months of 


both Jews and Mahometans consist of 29 and 30 days. 


Currous Facts.—-The number of languages spoken 
jin the world amounts to 3064. . The inhabitants of the 
b have. most. humbly and. respectfully: to bring under 


vlobe profess more than 1000 different religions. ~The 
number of men is about equal to the number of women, 


The average. of human. life is ‘about 33-years. One 


quarter die previous to the age of seven years; one half 
before reaching seventeen ; and. those who pass this age 
enjoy a felicity refused‘ to. one-half the human species. 


Ot every 1000 persons only one reaches i00 vears of 


life; of every 100, only six reach the age of 65; and 
not more than one in 500 lives to 80 years of aze. There 
are-on the whole earth 1,000,000,000 inhabitants, and 


of these 33,333,333 die every. year; 91,824 every day ; | 


3730 every hour; and 60 every minute, or one every 
second. ‘These ‘losses are about balanced bv an equal 
number of births. The married.are longer lived than 
the single, and; aboye all, those who ebserve a sober and 
industrious conduct. Tall men live longer than short 
ones. Women have more chances of life in their favour 
previous to being fifty years of age than men, but fewer 
afterwards, The number of marriages is in proportion 
of 75 to every 100 individuals. Marriages are most 


frequent after the equinoxes—that is, during thé months. 


of June and December. Those born in the Spring are 
generally more robust than others, Births and deaths 


are more frequent by night than by day. The nnmber 


fourth of the population, 


of men capable of bearing arms is calculated at one- 


| 


MY TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. | 
BY DR. LILIENTHAL. 
(Continued from ovr last. ) 
| 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION; RUSSIAN 
At last, to my entire satisfaction, I was informed, that the Mi. 
nister of Public Instruction, Mr. Sergei Semenowitch Uwarhoff had 


returned from Warsaw. ,In Russia every one is bound to remember 
all these first names; for as soon as any one gets well acquainted 


| with some one, he does not call him by his family name, but by his 


own first name, and that of his father, to which is added the syllable 
“witch,” which means son; Sergei Semenowitch, thus means, 
Sergei, son of Semen. The present Emperor is called Nicohlas 
Paulowitch (son of Paul); the hereditary Crown Prince is called’ 
“ Casarowitch,” son of the Cesar, and thus every one who is not of 
a higher rank, is called, in conversation, by these two names. |, 
thongh a foreigner, had to give my father’s name, Leb, and was, 
therefore, usually called Maxim Lebowitch. 

Informed of the minister's return, I hastened to the palace of the 
Bavarian ambassador, who had promised to introduce me to my _ 
future chief, upon whose favour the success of my career in Russia — 
was to depend. Ihad been tanght that there are three requisites in 
that northern icy country, that are essential conditions to future | 
success, either a recommendation, a lady, or bribery with money... 
To be recommended by an ambassador, was as favourable a circum. 
stance as I could. expect, and 1 did not delay to make use of: ig, 
But what was my disappointment when I found the ambassador's 
palace closed, and heard that he had been removed to Berlin. Tem. . 
sidered that a very bad omen for the beginning, but did not lose 
courage. hurried to his Chargé d’Affaires, Count Fahrenheirn, 
who received me very kindly, and wrote for me immediately an 
official letter of recommendation. Provided with this letter. and 
another one from. the Russian’ Embassy of Munich, I anxioristy © 
‘awaited Friday, the minister's usiial reception-day, © 
T-felt no little uneasiness when my carriage stopped at the 
minister’s palace, The palace of the department is surrounded by, 
and in the neighbourhood of, magnificent buildings. On the thortly. 
side is the splendid Alexandrowski Theatre, in which but Russian — 
actors are permitted to play. It is an immense. building, decorated . 


nn 7 | ; on beth sides with Greek columns, ornamented with bronze and 
The words at the commencement of Psalms cxx, to} 


marble statues, and the Temple of the Muses, in which the excellent 
Russian actors, Karatikin and hisdady, gathered their laurels anda 
fortune of one million of francs. On the other side is the palace of. 
the Seeretary of the Interior, respletident with marbles, Greek 
‘columns, statuaries, and an immense number of apartments.” 
Opposite to it stands. another palace, the school of the Russian 
theatres, in'which the young aspirants, dedicating themselves. ti the 
service of the different muses, are trained for their future career... 
These two palaces occupy whole ‘street Then comes the Palas 


circle, and divided by three immense porticos. The right wing is . 

the dwelling of the minister, consisting of one. hundred and twenty — 
apartments, furnished at the expense of the Imperial Treasury, and. 

representing, in every corner, the wealth and might of Russan — 
majesty, and on the left. wing is the department in which abont one _ 
hundred officials are employed. It is divided into seven mighty 
‘rooms, according to the seven districts into which the empire for the 
purposes of public instruction is divided. > The director of the de 

partment occupies a very large room for himself in front of which 
is av immense aaloon’for the meetings of the department, decorsted 
with’ the life-size portrait of the Emperor in his full imperial dress. 


| surrounded ‘by the portraits-of eminent Russian scholars andthe 


presidents of: the imperial academy ‘of sciences, one of whom wes 
the lady, Countess Dashkoff, the far-famed favorite of the Empress - 


number, of officials, ‘as’ alifferen t-states under his The 
| greatest order, the strictest ‘discipline, the utmost tran yuility reigns 
| throughout the ‘department; the émployers come at ten, and leave 
at three o'clock ; two porters open the ‘door, takeoff the toat or 
cloak of every official, and brush the dust off of everyone before he 


ascends the: marble stairs to, enter his roon. “With the utmost 


courtesy cach one: greets the other, and when the chief-clerk 1s. 
Jentering the-roem all have to tise and to-stand, tii he has taken his 


seat. All the emplovers belong to one-of the different sixteen degrees, 
fan which the officers are drvided, arid by Virtuc.of which they belong. 


ito the nobility, and can. obtain. rank, influence, wealth, and deco- 


Russian, but the lower degrees of the service nobility, whil: 


+ other inén had the high-ranks of councillors of stcce, | 


ALE the officials. wear: aniform. ..In military departmeat the 
military uniform is worn; in-the civil deparunents they have their 
richly and differently embroidered dress-coats for public reception - 
days On visual lays each department is distinguished by different 
‘cotors-and buttons; the department of public instruction, blue coats 


coats with gilt buttons, the departinent of the forcign affairs, blue © 
ceuts with white buttons.. This systein of uniform is-carried so far, 
that even the scholars of the colleges ‘gymnasiimy wear blue coats 
With red collars and yellow buttons, and the students of the univer- 
dities different coats according to the different. faculties, a cocked hat 
and a sword. ‘Thus the immense corps of Russian officials is strietly 
divided into castes, ruled by military discipline, and; by their uniform - 
everywhere distinguished, easily inanaged, and superintended. Ne 
vertheless, there is no secret in the management of the departmental 
affairs, which. for money is not betrayed to interested parties and 
there is no officer who cannot be bought in one way or another. - 
The“lmperor.is fally aware of. it, but cannot help it, and [ heard of 
sone, tricks, that. are too good not to be related,’ 
Two noblemen had a law-sgit for an immense. amount of mouey 
inthe Senate, the Russian Supreme C yurt of Justice. ‘The party who 
inany eqitable court had every prospect to gain thecase, accidentally 3 
arrived the first. iu St. Petersburg, applied-to the Chief Clerk of the. 
Semate, who had to report im this case,'and offered hin a proportion- 
ate bribes if he would do but justice in sustaining his ease. The Chief 
Clerk accepted it, promising his full aid and assistance; and it has 
to be said to the honour of Russian officials that. if they have taken . 
bribery from one party, they never can be bought by the second 
one, Shortly after the unjust defendant arrived in the capital, and 
applying to the same Chief Clerk, he soon found out that he had 
‘been bought already by his antagonists, In order to attain his aim, 
he was obliged to try another trick: He asked the Chief Clerk, 
how much he had to pay, if he would allow Lim an insight in all the 


Catharine... Mach district an. the department presided over by a 
| ¢hief clerk, and inhis room are as many green tables with a sufficient 


tations, There were born -princes of the -righest. aristoeracy of 


and pants with yellow buttons, the departnient of the interior. green. - 
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original documents the plaintiff had handed in; they agreed upon | 
the price of 25,000 rubles. When further asking, on what evening 
the clerk would bring the papers to defendant's house, where he 
would get the stipulated sum, and an elegant champagne supper, 


the clerk answered,-that he conld not come before eight days. The } 


time was then agreed upon, and in a stormy winter-night the clerk 
appeared at defendant's house with an immense load of papers and 


- documents. He found the gentleman sitting at a bright, burning 


gould rise to save them, they were enveloped in the flames, 


fire, was received with the utmost courtesy, and after having freely 
participated of excellent champagne, the conversation turned to the 
business. The clerk handed over the papers he had brought with 
hirn, while at the same time a bundle of bills was handed to him. 


‘While he was eagerly counting his money, the defendant took the 


documents, and threw them in the fire, and before the clerk 
The. 
bitterest altercation ensued ; but it was no use,|as the fire rapidly con- 
sumed the costly fuel. The defendant dismissed the clerk with the 
angry words that, now he would settle the whole business according 
to his views. On the next morning, therefore, he appeared in the 
Senate, made a complaint against the clerk before one of the Pro- 
curators (Supreme Judges) that his suit never comes to a decision, 
the papers intentionally being detained by the clerk; he therefore 


— -begged to send for the clerk and the documents. But what was his 


astonishment when the clerk appeared, bringing all the papers, 
which defendant supposed to have burnt the night before. The 
clerk fully anticipating a trick, during the eight days of delay, had 
caused copies to be made of all the papers wanted; defendant then 
had paid 25,000 rubles but for copies, and as he had drawn the 
attention of the Supreme Judge to the final decision of his law-suit, 
in a fortnight it was decided against him. . 

Again, tle present Secretary of the Interior, M. Perowski: & man 


‘ of great activity and undoubted honesty, several times complained 


to the Emperor of the venality of the Russian police in the capital. 


_ The Emperor, wearied of these continual eomplaints, wanted a de- 


@aded proof. 
“Having returned to his palace, he immediately sent for the General | 


oe could fully rely, as he wanted him for aa important errand, 


The Minister promised it in twenty-four hours. 


of the Police, ordering him to send a Captain, upon whose integrity 


One 
of the Captains soon appeared before the Minister. This one told 


him that he had been informed of the existence of a gambling. house 


on the Sennoy ( Hay-market), naming the number, and that he. 


* would surround it during the night, arrest all the gamblers, and re- 


port unto hin the next morning. The: Captain, with an adequate 
~~ farce, surrounded. the house, and detected the guilty parties in the 


midst of their gambling. The greatest confusion ensued, but there 
was no eseape; cards, money, etc., were contis¢ated, and the parties 


declared under arrest, After the first consternation had subsided, 
- the gamblers requested the Captain to take some wine with them, 
before he took them away. . He did so, and after half an hour's con. 


versation they took him aside, and offered him an amount of money, 
if he would let them go. He sternly refused, but they offered larger | 
guns, stating, that he would but disgrace - men. of standing in the 


| “community, without any profit to him, and that he rather should. 


pocket the bribe. Money is dangerous and seducing, and at last 


~ oar Gaptain cengented to the offer. On the next morning, he re- 


perted in person to the Minister, that he had found no gambling 


Minister's room opened; 


house whatever, But what was his surprise, when the door of the 


the gamblers, one by one, came out of it, 


atid testified to the contrary, all of them havi ing been appointed by 


the Minister's private police to prove the Captain's venality, The 


- poor fellow had to go to en to reflect there on the Minister’ 5 


ingennity. 
Again, the same Miniter had been informed that a, gambler, whe: 


: played with marked cards, cominitted great mischief i in the capital. 
He ordered one of the Captains of police to search his house, and 
-m case he would find the corpus delict: to arrest the gambler. 


The 


Captain dete eted the cards behind a looking glass, the culprit threw. 


criminal gambling, if he would let Kim gO. 
‘Russian Government paper for a few thousand dollars, the: 
. Captain accepted it, burnt the cards, and left the honse.: 


‘noxt.morfiing the gambler made: complaint hefure- the. Minister 
“azainst the 


many thousand dollars, that he suspected the Captain to have 
pyobbed him of. it; and that -be begged leave tO search now in the 


‘THE JEWISH SUBIECT TS OF THE RUSSIAN, 


himself at‘ his feet, offering him whatever he had won by his 
Me. handed him: a. 


the 


Captain that he had searched his: house, had found no- 
thing, but.that he himse if. was Missing a government paper of a0 


This was done, the baper: was found, , and that 


7 too. h: id to ro to Siberia, 


Thus continually y one rogue outwits the notwithstand. 
ing all sorts of. exper lence, the proper inscription upon the Russi: an. 
departinents of justice and administration should be: Temple 


CONTISUBD.] 


— 


CZ AR. 
Tait’s Magazine.”) 
LCONTINU ED FROM OUR LAST. | 


‘Tue: numerous laws concerning the Jews wide 


“manat ed after. this period, having merely reference to! 


‘ their relations with the Christians, while all transactions 


het weer 


themselves were left to the jurisdiction of the 


Rabbis, even possessed the right of pronouncing 


sentence of death or of exile, the Israelites of Poland 


“were thrown. back upon the Books of Moses and of the 


"Talmud of their laws.: 


Jewish customs in their most 
rigid form became. in consequence theirrule of conduct 

and thus the ehasm between them and their Pa 
citizens. grew wider and wider; and what was at first 


merely a religious difference a strong national 


antipathy, and Jew and Pole, though remaining neces- 
gary to cach other, became animated by mutual hatred, 
disgust, and contempt. The strong. prejudices’ which | 
have. alw avs. characterised the Hebrew race, being not 
only strengthened by the injustice and persecution of | 
their antogonists, but by the study of the works, which 


_ were to them the sole fountains of law and justice, they 
sank deeper and. deeper in the scale of civilisation, while | 


their in other lands were slowly emerging from | 


the bondage in which the religious fan atictens of the 


people : nd the mistaken policy of the governments had | 


held then j and the great mass now represent, in a 


| be called,) is not even granted to 


far in enforcing 


hideous picture, the degrading influences of sandae 
fanaticism and exclusive legislation. — 

The Rabbis—who have much to answer for in relation 
to the degraded state of their co-religionists—having 
held the threat of anathema over those who learnt the 
Polish language, or who adopted the dress or manners 
of their Christian countrymen, the greater number of 
the Jews understand no other language than the corrupt 
German, which has always been their spoken idiom ; 
and they are thus excluded from such culture even as 


‘they might pick up in their business intercourse with 


the educated classes. Indeed all studies, except that 
of the Talmud, the Zoar, and the commentaries upon 
these, are held in utter contempt among them; and the 
Jew who, emancipating himself from the trammels of 
strict orthodoxy, attempts to raise himself to the level 
of the age in which he lives, is scouted as a traitor to 
Israel. He who would enjoy the esteem of his co-reli- 
gionists, on the contrary, must dress strictly after the 
Jewish fashion; must let his beard and his peyis, or 
long side- locks, grow ; must go at least twice a day to 


thephilin * on his forehead and on his hand; must 
remain a long time before Chemona Ethrat+; must pour 

water over his hands, or rub them on the ground, every 
time he has touched anything, be it enly his own hair ; 
he must shun even the neighbourhood of a Christian 
temple t-; take care that the zizesses, or tufts attached 
to the skirts of his caftan in memory of the command- 
ments of God, be of the orthodox length; and kiss the 
mesuses, or words of the law engraven on his door- 
‘posts, each time he enters or goes out. He must 
moreover, when rising in the morning, wet his hands 
three times with water, to drive away the evil spirits 
that settle upon the nails (the evil spirit of dirt being 
alone left unmolested), taking care that the ewer con- 
taining the water be of the prescribed form, and that he 
begin with the right hand; and if he would have a re- 
putation for piety he must three times a day repeat 
various prayers and read passages from the Talmud, the 
Mishna, the Zoar, and other holy books, written in 
‘Hebrew or Chaldean, of which languages he most likely 


every Friday, and carefully barn or conceal the parings, 


to mark that it has been done, lest after death he 


should be condemned to return to earth to fetch the 
spoils. 


which occupy the leisure time of the Jews in Poland, 


and it is plain that the violence done to the religious 
feelings of those who serve in the armies and navy of 
Russia must tenfold aggravate all other sufferings they 
have to endure. Well may Sir Moses Montefiore have 


‘most important religious festivals, 
these poor Russian prisoners will not, in every respect, 


captivity. in- England seem Hiberation: from. the. Bouse 
of bondage ! 


{ This account is very neh The poor 
Rabbis are sure to come in fora full share of. abuse in 
every account. given of the Jews. We cannot detect 
any immorality i in any of the alleged abuses, nor do we 


look. to those c ountries where the Jews do not adhere to 


they. enjoy any greater’ privileges than the Jews in. 
Poland? 


disgusted with the 
True, this. boon (if such it. may 
the Polish Jews, but 

We may also ask, 


ernment at home ? 


this * ‘is not the fault of the Rabbis. 


WwW ould the Orthodox Cl hristian of England or Scotland 


sanction, or @ven: tolerate, the 


proceedings of the 
Orthodox Christians of. Russia? 


‘Let. us, therefore, 
tell the writer not: to condemn. too” rashly a people, 
who mean well, cand who, at all eveiits, are honest and 
disinterested, thou; gh they may have gone rather too 


obedience to the ceremonial Jaw.— 
Epitor Jew. Curon. | 


‘The strict orthodoxy that prevaila among ‘tie Polish 
Jews is further evidenced. by certain cords or wires, 
called aireph, or Sabbath-cords, which run from roof to 
roof across the openings in the streets in the quarters of 
the towns inhabited by the Jews, 
‘much puzzled travellers in Poland, and given rise to so 
many absurd stories. ‘The origin of “the ‘se cords ‘is 
derived from the law which forbids the Jews to carry 
anything in their hands or about their persons on the 

Sabbath, and which being attended with great ineon- 
venience, mothers being even interdicted to earry their 
babes in their arms, it became necessary to invent some 
lawful means of evasion. The aireph marks the boun- 
‘dary within which the law may be. transgressed without 
sin; beyond these precincts, however, the Jew must not 


even carry his hand {kerchiet in his pocket on the Sabbath, 


the synagogue; must every morning exhibit large 


and then make a notch in his table or his window post, | 


Such, and many more, are the observances 


Let us just. 


those Orthodox customs of. the Rabbis, and inquire. if 


Have not ‘the B: 


‘and which have 30, 


does not understand a word; and he must pare his nails | 


been greeted as an angel of consolation when he brought |. 
to the poor prisoners the means of celebrating one of their} n 
To how. many of 


Are the Jews of Bavaria, most. of whom are | 
of the modern: school of ceremonial: Judaism, better. 
treated than the Jews of Poland e 
| varian Jews for the last twenty years been emigrating in 
_ | masses from their native ‘country, 


— 


but if he cannot do without such useful appendage, 
must tie it round his arm or wrapit round his hand, 
in which case it passes for part of his vestments, $9 well 
has Jewish ingenuiiy known how to evade the incon- 
veniences of Jewish orthodoxy. 
aireph is sevely punished. The fact of the destruction 


or disseverance of such a cord, in whatever manner it 


Whoever destroys 


may have occurred, is made known in the synagogue, © 


and until it be repaired, the encircled precincts cease to 
enjoy the immunities it conferred. Happily, children 
under the age of 13 do not come within the ordinances of 
the aireph law; and by their aid the inconvenience is in 
some measure mitigated. The reknitting of the broken 
line cannot be performed by a lesser personage than the 
Rabbi of the place. If it be a rope, it must not be 
mended by the application ofa knot, but an entirely 
new cord must be provided; if it be a wire, the dis- 
severed parts may be linked together again by means 
of a hook and eye. Among the things interdicted on 
the Sabbath are also driving in.a carriage, or walking to 
a greater distance than 2000 ells from the house in which 
they dwell—which distance may, however, be doubled if, 


on the preceding Friday, afresh — loaf be deposited 


midway on the road, 
The customs here alluded to, no doubt are, or at least 


have been, common to the Jews all over the world ; but. 


the distinction between the Polish Jews and their co- 
religionists of the West is, that the former adhere to 
them in the present day as rigidly asin the middle ages, 


no attention, which would excite the greatest wonder in 
other parts of Europe were. they exhibited there. 
full-moon tide, for instance, you may, in any Polish 


and mix them up with as numerous superstitions. | 
Scenes are of daily occurrence in Poland, and attract 


town, come upon a crowd of Jews inthe street, perform-_ 


ing what looks. very much like worship of the moon ; 


some gazing at the luminary with fixed glance and 


murmuring indistinct prayers, while 


again, in long white flowing robes, bordered with black, 


others make- 
obeisances to it, and cry outin a loud voice ; others, 


grouped around small reading desks, on which heiz ae 


holy books lie open, read in these by the light of - 


lanterns, and from time toto time lift up their voices 


and smite their foreheads. 


When observing the rigid. of these stagnant 
Israelites, ‘one cannot help regretting that among the 
religious observances so staunchly adhered to there are 


none that enforce cleanliness ; for the reverse of this 


make them objects of almost uneonquerable repugnance, 


| virtue is so prominent a quality i in the Polish Jews as to : 
and which are considered necessary for peace with God ; 


and the filth and discomfort in their dwellings is as — 


great. 


The dirt, the misery, the squalor, and the - 
extreme poverty of the great majority of the two — 
millions and a half of Israelites who inhabit the Polish | 
provinces, is the more surprising as’ “they are addicted | 
neither to drunkenness, gambling, nor idleness; and it — 
must, therefore, i in a great measure be attributed to their 


extreme ignorance; and to the fanatic zeal with which . 


their Rabbis and congregational superiors have resisted 


every reform and innovation proposed by the govern- 
ment ; 


_ for however many sins ‘the Poles, as all the 
Christian’ nations of Europe, may have to answer for as. 
regards the Jews, it cannot be denied that during the 


present century, at least, a great part of the nation has 


‘| sincerely desired ,to. amelioraté their: position, 
attribute their est trangement. from their fellow- citizens 


to the Orthodox’ ‘customs of the Rabbis. 


Wishing to enforce enlightemment among them. 
Petersburgh, 


light among his Jewish subjects. 


against nud Aisin, 


Catharine, who, writing to the Governor of Moscow once 


on the subject of schools, said, “If [ institute schools, i 
is not for us but for Europe, where we must maintain 


rank we hold in public opinion ; but the day that our 


asants. evinee a desire to become enti: ght ened, neither: 


Lilienthal: 


sojourned in Russia many years, enjoying a hi igh salary, ° 


you nor I witl remain in our places.”" Dr. 


Even 
the Emperor Nicholas at one period made a pretence of 
He. 
invited. Dr. Lilienthal, a learned German Jew, to St... 
to assist with his advice a commission 
‘instituted for the purpose of devising means for diffusing 
The advanced minds: 
omong t te Jewish population in the Emperor's dominions 
hailed these preparations as the dawn of anew'day 
the orthodog Jews fasted’ and smote their breasts and’ 
prayed, fearing that a fatal blow would thus be levelle dt 
. Happily for them, according to their 
own ideas, Nicholas seems to share the views of the great | 


hut the schools that che was to organ} se were never> 


established, 


* Words from the Scriptures, worn thas in. literal 
| aceordance with the words in Deut. | 


vi. 5: 
+ The fourteen benedictions of Hsdraz. 

t As late as’ 1834, some Jews who had followe d the 
funeral of a Polish nobleman, whose virtues had mad 
him, beloved. by all classes of his countrymen, were 
anathematiz: d by their Rabbi, because of their having 
entered a hristian church. 


[To BE CONTINUED. | 


WESTMINSTER JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL, GREEK*ST., SO1I0. 
The Rev, Dr. Adler recently made a lengthened 
visit to this Institution, and. expre ‘ssed his satisfaction 


jat. the progress made by the pupils, who now wembs r. 


boys. and girls, and by. the kindness of ' 


Smith, Esq. .» the Jessee of Drury -lane ‘Theatre, oe 


treated to the njorning perfor nanee of the pantomime 
ion Wednesday last, 
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“oENTHAL, NeW Synagogue, Great St. en’s, Crosby Square, 
or t6- Mr. Lowy, at his residence. | 


‘Subscriptions to the  Jewist: Chronicle and He bre bserver.” 


Idec. 31, 1854. 


ANUARY 96 


~ 


Subscribers are y that the’ 
Quarter having expired, the Subscriptions are 
due. To avoid neediess, writing and postayes, 


‘the receipt of the Subscriptions will, in imila- | 


tion of the American papers, be acknowledged in 
our journal in the week of their receipt, and such 
acknowledgment have the of a 


DR. JULIUS FU RST, 


Author of the “ Hebrew* Concordance,”’ Editor of the “ Orient,’’ 

and Professor at the University of Leipzig, has a few vacancies 
for the reception of English youths of the Jewish faith, in his es- 
tablishment in Leipzig, where, under the immediate superin- 


~tendence of Madame Fiirst, every effort will be made to secure the 


domestic comforts of home. It is the especial object of Dr. Furst 
to attend to the moral and religious training of the young gentle- 
iien entrusted to his care, and to inc ulcate with the modern and 


classical languages, a sound grammatical of the Biblical | 
and Rabbinical Hebrew. 


The course of instruction will be modified to suit the wishes of 
those who might desire their children to be prepared mt comuner- 
cial or professional life. 

The beauty and salubrity of Leipzig are too we ‘ll. inown to need 
comment, and as the great emporium of commerce, it is easily. ac- 


_cessible by Railway from all parts of the continent. 


Por terms and further particulars, to apply Mr. Bethel Jacobs, 
7, Whitefriar-gate, Hull, or to Mr.. Bresslau, ‘* Je wish Chronicle” 
Office, 

Reterenc es are kindly permitte a to the Riv. Dr. Adler, Chief 


Rabbi, London, the Rey. Dr. § Schiller Szinessy, Manchester, and | 
| he Rev. D: M,. Tsaacs, Liverpool, as well as to the pare nts of the 


ildsen who have been and now are under Dr. Du urst’ s care. 
46, NIC holat Strasse, Leipzig; January, 1855. 


ESTABLISHMENT FOR RESIDENT 
PUPILS, 


SOUTHAMPTON Ferznoy 
SQuaRE. 


RE LOWY. receives ‘into his A 


‘number of Young Gentlemen, who attend at the Univer | 
sity COLLEGE Scnoot, and have at the same time every advant- |. 
‘ave of a careful superintendence, and a suitable instruction in 


stibjects connected with the Religion and the History of the 
Jews: Several Modern Languages are taught at Mr. Lowy's 
I stablishment, and German is the me ‘dium of conversation Ls 


Family. 


For Prospec tuses and farther: particulars, to Mr. Liw- 


we: 


NOT 1c E TO CORRESPONDE NTS 


3 Correspondents who are. desirous that their 
be inserted in the forthcoming number, are to 
them to the ditor by Wednesday evening 


M,; Abraham, Notthigham, &3., up to Dee. 31, 1854. 
Mr. Saul Samuel, Colemore-row,. Birmingham, 8s. up to 
Mrs. Clurcke, %$., up to Dee. 
D854. Dr. Brown, St. Andres’ , scotland, Ys. Up. to April 

3, 1895. Rev. Roberts, Liverpool, 12s., up to Dee. 31, 


JEWISH | CHRONICLE. AND. HEBREW OBS SERY 


‘Ti. <aNo notice of withdrawal can be attended to 
after the commencement of a Quarter. - 


I1{.—The business of the Publisher would be greatly 
simplified, and a great deal of trouble and 
expense saved, if subscribers, as is customary 
with every other journal, would pre-pay their 
Subscriptions; and although it is not intended 
to enforce this rule’ with old Subscribers,— 
parties residing out of town, who wish to sub- 
scribe, are requested, either to pre-pay, oF send 
a reference in town. 


LY,—Subscribers and Advertisers are requested not to 
take any ether except PRINTED RECEIPTS, pro- 
vided with the signature of the PusiisueEr, or 
that of the authorised Collector, Jaco Roxas. 


OnseRVER” OrriCce. 
The office of this journal is at No. 7, Bevis 
_ Marks, St. Mary Axe, to which place all com- 
munications, both for the Editor and the pub- 
lisher, should be addressed. 4 


As the Country Agencies are discontinued, parties |s 
“supplied through these sources are requested to 
‘send in their names and addresses to the pub-. 
‘lisher, ‘who will transnift copies direct to them 

4 


Is THE PRESENT. WAR SUSTIFIED- BY 
RELIGION AND. HUM ANITY? 
A Appeal from the 


jociety ‘Friends 
has reached us, drawing: our attention: to their earnest 
pleading on behalf: of the claims of religion and hu-. 
manity, 


| raging in the Kast. The source whence this: appeal 


emanates, and motives by which it is: ‘stimulated, 
both command respect. 


‘The Society of Friends is a| 
‘body which, with all its eccentricities, is entitled to re- 


verence, on account of the high stand: ard of morality, 


land scrupulous probity for which its followers are emi- 


cnently distinguished. 
lently vpposed to the doctr! nes and principles of peace 


and religion set forth in this appeal, : resist admiring the | 


1854... Mr. Biankehsee, Birmingham, 4s,,-up to Dee. 31, 
1854... Mr. H. Levy, Worcester, l2s., up to Dee. 3f. 
Mr. George Braham, Bath, 9s. 6d., up to March : 


Rec eived. “66 La Libertad,” which will be attended to in our 


Next. 


Mr. James Pierhe rle, Trieste, is thanked for his cont :ibution, 


which wall appear mi our next, 


ooker -On—received, 


Bristo 


We do not on the ternis | 
We know ot no situation suc desired. 


Wer again give notice to our Austrabian correspon lents, ana 


miform them that letters: must be 
-aganm refused a letter this wee vk, on whic i the Te Was a hie AVY. 
posts we demande d. 


col nuren this afte ri ron at: 4 ‘clock; 
and terminates toum evenin at 22 miuut es past $. 


Portions or TATE Werk, Sedraly FS Xe X, 


a wish Ch rnicl, 
Observer, 


LONDON: FRIDAY, JANU ARY 26, “1855. 


AMALGAMATION or THE JEWISH 


OBSERVER. 
NOTICE. 
The establish this | 


journal on the sate foundation’ of those commercial 


anxXlous to 


principles upon which ‘the pe ‘riodical Press is’ based, | 


aud which alone can render a journal self- -supporting, | 
freeing it from the necessity of occasional appeals for 
assistance, respectfully begs ® call the attention of the. 
Subse ‘ribers to the following. re eee laid ideal for 


the management of this journ: ih 


1—A Subscription. extends over not less. a period | 
than One Quurter, | 


pre- paid, We have? 


this. stason: able document. 


temporaries have stated their’ views. on the. subi rect of 


the preliminaries ‘and the inferences of The rieids, 


showing that the war is justifiable 1 ina sense of ‘religion 
“and humanity, 


|| this appeal, not in reference to Christian records, but to 


our ‘own. ot the Old Covenant, 


“The Sox of Friends will. admit, next to them 
them. that by so: doing they are_ pre: aching 


the Jews are one of the most peaceful bodi ies on earth 


nant,” the Rabbinical Laws; and peace is natural ‘to 
their life and history, ideick is: one uninterrupted chain 


| 
3 is so ‘indelibly engrafted on™ their Ne Ww Cove 


of suffering and forbearance, t! hat the Jews required | not 


|to forin a Society: of Frien ls, nor a Pe race Society, since 
| the whole social system of the Jews is peace and frie nid- 
when the. Friends tell us: That 
‘| thouch, in the Old Testament, we find not only war, | 
retali tion also permitted, and under certain cireum: | 
__|stanees, even commanded, ho such commission to w ave | 
“war ag the Lord's _enemi€s, as that given to his 
chosen pe ople formerly, 


is claimed, or even expected 


we must tell: that we cannot allow that the 


Imoraity of the New Testament can in any Way super-_ 
sede the doctrines of the Old, as far-as wars are con- 
cerned, which are commanded on: the principles of one 
of the first laws in nature,—self- -protection. The im- 
partial examiner of the Old Testament history will fiud 
‘that the wars sanctioned by the Deity, were not wars of | 
phy sical conquest or retaliation, but-of-moral self-pro- 
|tection, It was not the nations who had to be con- 
quered, and driven out of the land, but idolatry and its 
concomitant: corruption and abomination, which had to | 
‘be up-rooted for the benefit of society and morality. 


these vicious: and savave hordes, 


| come 
manded t cir expulsion, 


self-de tence 


jinhabitants of this land ; 


\idolators : 


| blood of their sons and of their daughters, 


from the office. | 


dom against kingdom.’”* 


reference to. the: sanguinary conflict now 
{call the Prince. of  Peace,”. 


Nor can. any one, howev er yio-! 


; kind- hearted and fruly, pious sentiments w hich pervade: 


Many of our Christi: an con- | iquity to bear the sway, when the ‘sword could: have 


| the war, and the majority have decided, both saudi 


As: Jews, we. feel impelled. to review. se 
td the wolves. for des vouri the shi¢ Doe Hot 


bo ‘the Cireular 


Not to be contaminated by the baneful influences of’, 


for these wars :—‘' They shall not dw ell in thy land, lest 
they make thee sin against me. for if thou serve their gods 
it will surely be a snare unto thee” (Exod. xxxii, 331. 
Again we read, ** Take heed to thyself, lest thou make 
a covenant with the inhabitants of the land.whither thoy 
goest, lestit be for a snare in the midst of thee, But 
ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and 
cut down their groves” [ Exod. xxxiv., 12, 13]. Now 
this destruction of the objects of the abomination of 
idolatry, could not have been accomplished withont the 
destruction of the worshippers who defended them. 
And what were the consequences in cases where tl:e 
Jews did not obey this command ? Here again Scrip- 
‘ture tells us, “ And ye shall make no league with the 
ye shall throw down their 
altars: but ve have not obeyed my voice: why have 
ve done this ? 
them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns 
in your sides, and their God shall be a snare unto you" 
[Judg. ii. 2, 3}. 


received on Sinai a code of morality never equalled, 
by the disobedience of the injunction to destroy these 


cerning whom the Lord commanded them; but were 
mingled among the heathen, and learned: their works, 


them. Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters 
unto devils. And shed innocent. blood, even the 
whom thiey 
sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan : : and the land was 


their. own works, cand went a whoring with their ow), 
inventions. Therefore was the ‘rath of the Lor! 
kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred 
his own inheritance. And ‘he eave them into:the hand 
of the heathen ; and they that “hated them ruled OVer 
| them” | Ps. evi. 34-41). | | 
But we-may carry ihe argument farther, init their 
| crounds—the Gospel—and- ‘at by the very’ wor! 
of him whom they invoke. He te lls them, " Whe neve 


| shall hear of wars and commotion,’ be not terrified . tor 


these things must first come to pass, but the end is 1 ot 
by-and- by. Nation shall rise against nation, and -king- 
| Agai n. says he whom they 
Think not that, Tam 
come’ to send peace on earth: | came not to’ send 
peace, but a sword.” Bat we may also quote her: 
the words of an eloquent contemporary, forcibly urging. 
the necessity of war to oppose and break down tyranny 
and despotism on-the very principles of the Gospel oa 
‘We have a Father’ in heaven: that 18 a word «f 
immense meaning, and full of love. A. Father could 
‘not have’ doomed “his children to thraldo: ny Oppressiv 
and perditi on. be] lieve the. ontrary 
Know ye of one single: pei pie delivered from: 
by some other means than the sw otd ¢ p 
‘and none ever has been.” 
Let us examine it in a. ‘moral sense. 


~To allow 


aan 


upon the neighbour’ house, or for oppress! ng. fleeemnes, 


and torturing natior 1S, is as mueh‘as to. ple ad 


strike the Friends” that to. call: tv “anny il ad onpres- 
sion by the sweet. of Peace, 
and: plas ‘phemy They preacl peace to tyrants, and 
hy good-wi to oppressors does their eon SCOT} 


“Lagainst the rights of man, ‘and: ill-will to. 
thieves break: into their 
their silver, do they give. them ‘their sold th boot tor 
the sake of: peace ?-.or do they bring the thie 
ment, that. he may be | puns ished. and the property 
restored ? 


ot their peace and appiuess, if it be not the. sword.’ 
Christian 


charity: who us "dis tine tion to be made 


bets ween private and public eh; ) to. rest) ‘ict our: 


ai’ 


| to the public sufferings of ibours—the 
we read and turn over thie ic pages of modern history, 
can it be denied that. the destructive wars which even 
this country carried ons Were for the spread of civiliz: 


tion and. humanity, inde ‘pe ndent of. the object of pro- 


our next neigh bour, whilst remaining indifferent 


'pagating the belief in the existence ofa Supreme: 


Being, aud to exterminate idolatry? can it’ be 
| gainsayed that this country never would ete reached 
‘the moral power aad influence | it now possesses, hi ad it 
| not been for these wars And what is the “of 
‘the present war, but to 6 charitable to the } just against 
the unjust, to the oppressed against the op /pressorss to 
| the sheep against the wolves, in a word, to humanity 
and justice. 
| of the North yield to justice and right, to avoid having 
recourse to the force of arms. In thous peaceful eli- 
'deavours we have filed. War was therefore a neces- 
|sar¥ consequence, and as long as there is oppression 
‘there must be war, or else the: tyrants, delivered from 
all fear of resist: ance, Woul .d soon reduce all mankind, 


‘Let us examine wording of the Sacre injunction 


Wheretore I also said I will not drive 


How awfully graphic is the following — 
description, of the degeneration of the Jews who had 


“They did not destroy the ‘nations con- 


they served their idols: which were a snare 


polluted with blood. Thus were they. defiled with 


There is none, 


arrested it— to’ rivet the chains. of oppress 
nations by treaties: when the sword could have severed 
| the chains—is work of iniquity, and not of ‘peace. 
Lo plead for impunity to tyraats, for their encros obi 


is 


| 
house, and. rob. them Lae 


‘And where is the tr ibunal to which -op-. 
pressed nations. may appeal against the crowned robber 


religion essentially a religion of. 


We have endeavoured to make the despot: 
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of the powers now allied, to defeat the evil ma- 


he restored to its throne: then, and then otily, we 


of the Jews’ College has, at last, become a reality. At a meeting 


Institution, accompanied by their masters, went to 
-—Drurv-lane Theatre, to witness the morning. perfor- 


for his instrumentality in procuring them free admis- 
‘sion te a scene of enchantment, and a day’s enjoy- 


~Finanuel, and -S. Blanckensee, for the purpose of dis- 
‘tributing food (bread and rice) weekly to all the poor 
families resident in the town. | 
raised for the purpose, of which the Rev. A. P. Mendes: 
is the Treasurer, and it is hoped that the distribution 


thropie: Society has -also: just concluded the annual 
distribution of coals and. blankets... Upwards of sixty 


 Bennett’s-hill, is the architect, and Messrs, Hardwicke. 


‘ 
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by the sword, permanently to the condition of brutes, 
‘as sheep led to the slaughter.” Much as we admire 
the peaceful sentiments of the ‘* Society of Friends,’ 
much as we abhor the calamities of war, we cannot 
help regarding it an’ evil, from whence, in many in- 
stances, as in the present, good will flow. As in phy- 
sical life the amputation of a limb often saves the 
Lody, so is the destruction of the life of individuals 
often required to maintain the equillibrium of the 
state of society at large. So long as evil disposition 
t.\ spoliation. and tyranny prevails in the heart of man, 
we cannot make our swords inte ploughshares—so 
long we must learn, and follow war. We have only 
to pray, that should the Despot, who is the author 
of this war, persist in ‘prolonging it, that Divine 
justice may grant strength and victory to the aris 


chinations of the aggressor, so that justice may again 


shall enjoy the fruits of Peace. 


— 


JEWISH NEWS. 


JEWS COLLEGE. 
“We ave highly gratified to be able to announce that the project 


of the Council, held this week, resolutions were passed, empower- 
ing a Sub-Committee to adopt forthwith the necessary measures 
for the speedy realization of the plan. The Rev. the Chief Rabbi 
was authorised to conclude the negociations for taking premises 
(salvador House), and for engaging masters. We understand 


_THE JEWISH CHRONICLE AND HEBREW OBSERVER. 


PROGRESS OF LIBERAL OPINIONS IN SPAIN.: 


We have seen with pleasure a letter from a distinguished 
Member of the Cortes, and also a member for framing the new 
Constitution for Spain, to Mr. BE. H. Lindo, requesting that gen- 
tleman to furnish him, as early as possible, all the data respecting 
the Israelites, he might think proper, to further his obfect (being 
a partizan of religious toleration to the fullest extent), and to be 
prepared when it came on for discussion inthe Cortes. Our 
worthy co-religionist furnished him with what he required imme- 
diately; he could not have applied to a better source for the 
information he wanted, 


DESTRUCTION OF A RUSSIAN CONVOY, 

A letter from Odessa gives a melanchioly account of the deaths 
of a number of Russian soldiery and drivers by inclemency of 
weather, Report states on the 220d, and not far from Odessa, 
more than 360 Russian foot soldiersanda number of Jewish carters 
perished in a snow-storm. The causes of death were the want of 
adequately warm clothing, and the sudden set-in of a frost; and 


the men, who were thus left behind, and as the soldiers had on 
wet clethes from the previous rain, thev.froze into a crust of ice 
when the frost began. They looked about for a bridge, but 
could not find any. The day after groups of frozen dead bodtes 
were found, and between twenty and thirty of them. found in 


each heap.—*' Watchman.” 
REFORM IN TURKEY. | 

A letter from Damascus, 15th ult., says :— Since 
the promulgation in this city of the firman for admitting 
before the tribunals the evidence of persons. of. all 
creeds, two cases have occurred which show in the 
clearest possible manner that the principle contained 
in the new law can easily be carried out. The first 
case related to Jews, and the second to Christians, and 
in both the Mussulman accused was condemned. | In 


hat the tfustees of the WA FPA (Jews College, Leadenhall- 
strevt), have: not joined, but engaged to pay annually £100 out of 
its fuuds towards, the support.ot the College...’ 


SeWws’ ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 17th, the children of the. above 


mance of the pantomime, and were highly delighted at 
all they saw, and most thankful to Mr. Smith for his 
kindness and liberality, as also to Isaac Lyons, Esq., | 


~ Mrs. E. E. Micholls has again distributed-to a hundred families: 


edals, Ae. which, in the present sharp Season, is, no doubt, highly | 


welconie to, the recipients. We should be glad to have it in our 
power to record many more such benevolent acts. Although. our 
community can boast of many charitable societies, they are far: 
from adequate .to-preseiit urgent demands. Private charity must, 
therfore, conie forward to -fill-up the vacuum which is left. by 

BIRMINGHAM (OLD) HZ BREW. CONGREGATION, 

A committee has been formed, consistins of the 

Wardens, with. Messrs. J.-C. Cohen, Nerwich, J. 


A special fund has been 
will: continue. until. Passover. The Hebrew Philan- 


families have been thus -fortified against. the 


concluded a contract for the erection of the New Syna- 
School-rooms,. &c. 


all, > Itis expected that the Synagogue 


jof a Jew. 


rigours of the season.“ The Old Congregation has just | 


The site chosen is an ele- | 
¥ated position in Blucher-street, known as Singer's: } 
ne When erected |. 
will be the finest in the country. Mr. Yeeville, of| 


the second -ease, a Custom-oflicer had insulted and 
assaulted the superiors of the Lagucists. The Mus- 
sulman denied the charge, and the offence could not 
have been. proved but for the evidence -of Christians 
who witnessed the affair. The examination into the. 
matter took. place in the presence of an: interpreter 
attached to the French Consulate, and the Tribunal, 


‘after hearing the evidence, condemned the defendant to 


three. months’ imprisonment.”— We should like that 
Mr. Cobden compare the first case, in which the Jew’s 
evidence was taken, with the tribunals of Russia; and: 
to inquire whether he ever heard of a Russian of the 
Greek Church being condemned on the sole evidence 


THE POLES AND. THE CONSCRIPTION. 
~ The “Cologne Gazette” publishes the following, 
‘dated from the Oder, Jan, 

“The persecution of the poor Polish fugitives 
who. crossed into Prussia, with the view of escaping 
‘the Russian conscription, is being carried on unrelent- 


tingly by the authorities of the former state. Count 


it is also said that the waggons and teams had gone on before | 


correctly expounded. 
wholn sucha change of sentiments has come to the opposite extreme, . 


MRs CHARLES SALAMAN'S. LECTURES. 
At the Marylebone Literary Iustitution, on ‘Tuesday evening, 
Mr. Charles Salaman delivered a leeture on the history, mechanism, 
and properties of the pianoforte, which was very well attended, anid 
a gave complete satisfaction. Commencing with the inven- 
tion of the instrument, or rather with the metamorphose which pro- 
duced it, from the harpsichord, by Bartolomeo Cristofali, in 1711, 
the lecturer traced its progress, through every variety of shape and 
improvement, down to its present state of perfection in the hands of 
Erard. The information collected on the subject was extremely full 
und accurate, embracing a variety of amusing and interestiny pirti- 
culars concerning all the celebrated manufacturers by whose invent- 
ive talent the pianoforte has attained its present snviable rank among 
instruments. Nor were the great performers of the past and presen: 
day forgotten, From Baeh down to Thalberg, every composer and 
execntant of celebrity, receive his meed of attention, coupled with 
able remarks on his style and peculiarity of talent, The mechanical 
parts of the lecture were illustrated by several well-executed diagrams 
and models of the pianoforte action in its several states of des elop- 
ment, and which amply sufficed to explain the lecturer’s statements. 
By way of practical exposition, Mr. Salaman executed pianoforte 
compositions by John Sebastian and Emanuel Bach, Haydn, Cle. 
menti, Steibelt, Weber, and Mendelsohn, in a way to do much 
eredit to his shill as a performer. gn 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE HEBREW OBSERVER, 
January 23rd, 1555. 
Dean Str,—In the last number of your excellent publication, I 

find you have taken up the question of Capital Punishment, and 
have commenced by exposing the ignorance of one, evidently an 
anti-punetuist, in so palpably mistransiating the primary prolubition 
of murder; and vou promise to recur to the subject. May [be per- 
initted to remind you, that it would be sheer waste, both of vour 
valuable time wid space,in yourcolumns to endeavour toconvinee the 


like interpreters of the Old Testament of theirerrors.. The Law of) 


Moses commanded us, even the inheritance of the Congregation of 
Jacob,” yet, you know, they eun make it say what they please. Infact, 
the followers Of the New Law,who consider that. to be a substitute for: 


the Old, the cominandment.therein to mankind in general, * Whose~ 


sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his -blood be Shed,’ does not 


concern them ;~—seeing in What manner their Lawgiver did deter the 
witnesses from testifying igainst the woman taken ain adultery: they 
not only are ‘justified, but-are in duty bound. to reject the evidence- 
of all withesses in eriminal cases, as no witness can be found with- 
outsin, And, indeed, it is utterly incomprehensible, how they could 
have acted for eighteen centuries, as if in defiance of that Law; and 
that even in this Christian land the teaching of the gibbet, not only 
for the most heinous crimes, but also tor petty thefts, forgeries, ete., 
had -becoine almost a daily practice; and searcely ever did the mi- 
nisters of the Gospel, including the dignitaries of the Church, raise 
their voices, protesting against those sanguinary laws, which would 
not have been repeated to this day hai not some tew intluential 
plilsnthropists’ apressed on the minds of the Legislators the ne- 
cessitt of domg away with so national asin. But our co-religionists, 
many of whom are led away by false linmanity, advocate the abolition 


of the- last punishment. for murder, if. even the most atrocious, yet 


believe in the immutability. of the Old’ Law, emanating, as’ it docs, 
from-an immutable God: to therm it is due to have that: Law 
They, also, lke those non Israelites over 


are heard to argue thus:— 


does: it not in another place SHY, es Thou shalt mot kill2’?) and is it 
uot, therefore, time taut a custem so barbarous should be abolfsaed. 
Secondly: As God-woald uot permit Cain to be put to death, but 


von Westrop, a provincial Judge in the Southern part 
of Upper Silieia, gave directions on the 11th ult. to 


j the subordinate officials of his district to arrest 39 in- 


dividuals: advertised as. conscript deserters by Russia, 
and on ascertaining their identity, to deliver them up 
to the Russian authorities.in Poland... That even the 
poorest classes in Poland continue to dread and loathe 


Russian military service, 1s: shown by the cireum- 


stances. that.all the 39 individuals in question, except 


ire 


poor workmen, atid household servants. Their ay 


Hes between 18 and 25 years, aud they all worked for 
their living before they took to flizht,..in the districts 
called Miechonitz, Hopnich, Oikuss, Savdomierz, U per- 


= 


HISTORY OF THE ISRAELITES, 


 FOREIGN- INTELLIGENCE, 
TRIUMPH OF: CIVEL, AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY,. 
Jan. 17.—The Second Chamber iid vesterday. con- 
tinwe the debate on the draft for the law of election... In the de- 


bate continued this day, Articie Q caused: ai argument, which 
tasted through the whole sitnng. 


This article requires ‘among 
thers, “Phas the: deputy is to acknowledge linnselt. as. belonging: 
to.a Caristian religrow, and one of the Church lations consti 
tutienally recogiiséd.””. ‘Tins restriction would withdraw from the 


the right ot being elected a seat in the Cham- | 
bers, which was granted to thein in 1548, 


highly, interesting 
debate, ensued, which ended in the rejection uf the above-nained 
resiraction of the law of -election,. by a.very large Inajority. The 
Jews may; therefore, henceforth enjoy, besides the active, also the 


passive Tight of election. 


Arcovra.—-Several Jews of. Arvovia 


have memorized. the Government Council, complaming of their 


not having been invited to the elections of the National Counc. 
There are fair prospects that the authoriues wall decide in favour 
of the Jews. | 

Berore the Grand Council of the Canton Thurgau, 
a motion for restricting the trattic of the Jews, was peremptorily 


tejected, the Council proceeding to the order-of the dav.- 


struggles between. the iiberals and the biyots were not in. vain, 

It is remarkable that tais was accomplished without the mter- 

ference of Jews, and that the Argovian Government have taken 

PORTUGAL, 


There are about 2.500 Jews in the kingdom of Portugal. The 


old: decree, banishing. the Jews trom that realm, has not been | 
revoked; still they are not molested, aad their temples are tolerated 


in Lisboa. Some of the Jews there are under the protection of 
Enghsh diplomatic officials, who have allotted to them a part of the 
Protestant burtal-vrounds to: use for their interments.-—'* Ye- 


| 


‘down to 1844. Nabbi B. Weelster wrote an introduction to ‘the: 


work written: by Mr. Lichtenstein, teacher in Dreissigacker, 


work. The whole coiisists of 275 pages, 


Tue fireside is a Seminary.of infinite. importance 


jit is Important because it is universal, and because the education 


bestows, beiig woven in- with the woot or childhood, gives form and 
| color to the texture of Hfe. 3 


| -Ler-you be ‘ever so. pure, you cannot associate with 
| had companions withont falling into. bad odor... Evil is 


i like tobacco smoke—you cannot be long an-its presence without 
carrving away a taint of it. 


TOM: THUMB’S VISIT. TO THE BARONESS DE ROTHSCHILD. 


The Baroness Rothschild sent her carriage for us. As wi 


entered the drawmg-room, a glare of sieht: 


which impossible forme to deserthe. The Baroness was 
seated on a gorgeous couch, “covered with tivured. silk 
damask (there were severul stunlar Couches to the room and 
several lords and ladies were seated in. etraprs elegantly curved 
and’ covered with gold, looking ‘Indeed ‘ike: solid) gold, except 
the bottoms, which were rich velvet. On each side of the mautel- 
were speciinens of marble statuary, oa the nyght of which 
stood wlazed cabinets, contuuning urns, vases, and a> 


| other things of the most exquisite workmanship, made. of gold, 


silver, diamonds, alabaster, pearl, woe The Ceutre table. aud 
several tables about the. size and something like the shape of a 
piano-forte, all covered with gold, or. made of ebony, thickly 
infaid with pearls of various tues, were loaded with bijous ot 
every kind, surpassing in elegance aivthing l-had ever dreamed 
of. ‘The chairs at one. ena of the room Were Imade of ebony, 
inlaid with pearl anc wold, elegantly Cushioned with dainask. 
'The walls were panelled, and heavily gilt ard the curtains and 
ornaments of the most costly kind. ‘Fhe iminense chandehers, 


total lability to vive a-correet: idea of the spleudour 

jin which lived the wile of the most wealihy bankerin the world 
We spent 2 hours. About 20 lords :and Jadies were present. 

i taking our leave, an- elegant and well-filled purse was quietly 

shipped Into my hand. 


two of them, who are Jews, are merely day labourers, | 


“Mr. Oldenburg, announces: the above: 


‘Tie. work, commences: after the Babylonian. captivity, reaching | 


candelabra, Ke , exceeded all my powers of description, and 


commuted: the punishment of the murderer of his brother to that 

forgiveness? . | | 
Lastly:.1f for the crime of murder we are to take npon-ourselves 

the infliction of death generally, why are we to ¢et aside the punish- 


many other erimes” 


take flim. from altar that he may And 
xxxv. Moreover. ve. shall tuke no satisfaction for the 
life'of a murderer, which is guilty.of death, but he shall be surely 

~We who believe that so peremptory and unequivocal a conmian,| 
to-be Divine, cunnot consistently dengiiimate® a. barbavons 
custom, ‘Seripture does not contradict self... It nowhere sary, 
hot murder; and killing sudicialy is nor murder, 


no law regarding tiurder, he did not break the: law. 
Lastly, huving to conform moral laws of the 


asitevany of the larter; for; had-we the power, we still would have to 


antiquated and barbarous 4 LLB ColsiGer. pire 


Plemavie, Would eilner liuve Subtnit tout alfowether 


Dear Sir... 


S. New Sean. 


TO. THE EDITOR OF “JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


White: Hart: Tavern, 


My Drar in the ewist Chronicle? of vester- 
flav, have bit just opened, an arucle“headed, ‘Po. tive 
mrievotent: and humiane,’ wWhien Contains statement of the 
ie reviding SCeRES of Misery tliat evek wre witnessed}. afd alse, 
An Appeal an Lehalf of a’ Family vffficted with Sickness,” where 
Your Taine is dnentioned, as able: to testify. the case is a 
ry One pond ta thie app ‘Thitis earl Dee Lust ij 
perienced this day. tie mercituk inte) postion af’ 
Inescapiny from sudden. coath the culpable 
gence varrier s cart-driyer bee t4 @nelose bave do te 
divided between the two families: .My means. do not warrant.me 
vive such a donation, but: will deprive myselt of 


! 
i 


i- 


rather thiin such cases should Wantemy juunble aud, either mm purse 
cor pen.“ bhough serrousiv Hl from the sheck. Leannot retire to-tee! 
without forwarding this-letter to you,as the journal whieh -yon-are 
will, doubtless, be the-instruiment of ‘the Almughts Ruler of 
the Universe, te open the hearts ef pecple to acisof 
whieh save frou ile and **Covereth a multitude of sins 

Would Lo that Lie wealthy would dispense thei 
While diving, and not-wait to order it vi them when the grave 
renders both richoand poor equal; they would then witness the 
alleviation of much misery, enjoying im this world: the delight of 
eonforminy to the Divine precept, and If wortiy, appear in ‘the pre- 
sence of the Throne of puritied frown of the dross w bis 
‘all flesh is heir my dear Sir, 

| Yours-faithfully, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CITRONICLE. 


Jiuuary, 185%. 
SiR.- 


eight caddren, whose case was observed ia tie * Quserver” of. J aus 
frowi two Ladies M. Me and M. B: 


% 


~ Firstly, they ask: Although the inspired book says, “ Life for life,’ 


banishment, has he not clearly taught mankind the mglt of 


ment of death, which the awarded for the comission of 
. They then must be answered; Firstly, 

finding in. our Law, Exod. «xi. But if) man: come pie-- 
sumptnously upon las neighbour to ‘slay hin with guile, thou shal. 


hy 


Secondly, Cain, could rot hive known what-thedeathofiname 
-kind was, naught not. have premeditated to put his brother to 
-death, though he interided to hurt hiin, Besides, as there was then © 
we. 
Who were never ealled’ upon to the laws excite, 


sively given to-the Iseaelifes, not be inferred that.we have set. 


to thems and such members of us, who look the Wi 


Please appropriate the five shillings to. the poor man with. 
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holy” 


“the . canting dissembler, unmasks 


tender and feeling heart — Jeremiah ; 
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COURAGE AND INTREPIDITY THE © 
SPIRIT OF JUDAISM. 
FROM PAGE 

Dunine the period of the Kings in Judah and Israel, 

which lasted five centuries, courage and intrepidity 
were visible, not so much on thrones and in palaces, 


“not so much under the gorgeous purples of the 


sovereigns, as in the plain tent, under the rough and 
hairy garments of the seers and prophets. Those men 
of the people, demagogues in the noblest sense of the 


“word, jt was they who, scorning dungeon and death, 


boldly resisted the tyrants’ unjust pretensions; those 
men of truth, it was they who opposed the priests, 


amongst whom were at all times degenerate natures, 


who, in the name of the Lord, which was oftener on 


‘their tongue than in their heart, would unblushingly 


preach falsehood and hatred, and who rejoiced in per-} 


suading their weak-minded contemporaries, that God 


takes delight in mankind being led blindfolded from 
one dungeon into another, and drawn into a compact 


with darkness. 


A Samuel, who denounces: an anointed head, reminding 


him that to obey the Lord js better than sacrifices, and 


that rebellion against truth is. an idolatry (18 


22, 33), the courage of such a man weighs heavier. in 


the scales af victory than Saul with all his triumphs ; 


or the parable .of the Prophet Nathan, who feared not | 


to call the sins of a prince drunk with success, by their 


; proper names; who did not misname adultery, an 
affair of gallantry; or a premiditated murder, state- 
craft (28 sam. Xil, 1-12. this allegory, we maintain, 
proved greater intrepidity than. David to 


Goliath; 
Behold the prophet with. the aw. bold as “the 


“fli ght of his soul, soaring to heaven, listening to thrice 


of the seraphim (Isaiah vi. 1-3), so bold was his | 


speech. What he foretold of ‘the Messiah, whom his. 


-“mind’s eye had seen, the same he performs himself, for 
with the rod of his mouth and the breath of his lips 


he smites and slays the wicked” (Ibid. ix. 4). With 


marvellous intrepidity,. Isaiah opposes vice, punishes 


the hypoerite, 


prediets to. enervated race their decline, and 


| teac hes the people and their tulers the true pepe of 
re ligion and piety. 


Courage and intrepid y characterise the 1 man with the. 
uted by 


: dun, geon and death, because he holds. truth dearer than 
ee all else beside. (Jeremiah xxi. 7-15), they burn within. 
“his. heart like fire, he cannot, he dare not, keep silent 
(bid. xx. 9). 


He, like his predecessors, scourges ihe 


vices of. his age, and paints in the de epest colours the 


ruin which follows. outward pie ty, and cere! emoriial 


lis gion without the spirit. 


We now ome..to the bravest” of them “all, | 


Sam, XV. } 


Luther, fifteen hundred years after, but thirteen cen- 
‘turies before the Christian era, Elijah rose, scorning 
priests and their idols, preaching with a bold tongue to 


not venturing to open his lips, till at last the people 
cried with one voiee, ‘‘ The Lord He is God, the Lord 
He is God” (Ibid. viii. 39). We may safely 
challenge both Holy Scripture and secular history 
for the like example of courage and intrepidity. 

How this reminds us of the tyrant of the North who 
has latterly brought so much misery, not only upon 
other and hostile countries, but upon his own subjects, 
and who has plunged myriads of families into the 
deepest mourning! Had we but an Elijah to stand forth 
| before the hypocritical priests of the Greco-Baal 
but others 
“with knives and lancets,” and tell them: “Ye are 


Church, who do not ‘ cut themselves” 


liars and speakers of deceit,” for you talk of the ortho- 
dox Christianity, which preaches charity and love, but in 
reality your object is plunder and spoliation. The blood | 
which gushes out from the wounds you have inflicted 
be upon your heads, and the tears of the widows and 
orphans whom your insatiate lust has Tebbed of their} 
husbands and fathers, will turn into do many drops 
of blood, for which you have to. answer before the | 
Judge of all the world! Our philanthropic sages make a 
| powerful and touching remark, “ If all the gates. of 
heaven are closed, the gates of TEARS arg never shut.” 
And this intrepidity accompanied theta into the Ba- 
bylonian exile, into the Pagan world,. where besides 
Daniel, who warded off the many darts. flung against 
him by envious courtiers by the shield; of true belief” 
(Dan. vi.), we find Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 
triumvirate of intrepidity, whenever it was required to 
render the testimony for God and truth. Courage and i in- 
--pidity again returned with them from banish ment into 
tueir newly-regained fatherland, where. they had to 


wage a war against internal enemies, and’ when a com-| 


plete victory was crowned by. the i cepcus. of the 
Second Temple. 


Although i in the Babylonian and Persian captivity, “atl 


| under the rule of Greece, the Jews underwent a great) 


narrow, their religious opinions less contracted, their 
manners, ‘their language less” original than before, yet 


| sook the: mass of the n 


their former courage, their former intrepidity never for- 
nation, even under their altered | 
circumstances in their new-born ' country. The brightest | 
examples of it were rendered especially when theif 


highest and dearest affairs—their. the. 


‘Divine lore of their ancestors—w ere menaced, 


With a just. pride, we may liere remember ‘those’ 


nation: produced. a. century and a-halt before the Chris. 


tian era, viz., the. Maceubees, and al tliose heroes who. by 


prete rred bei ing. fed by ravens in the field (1 Kings} internal antagonists were to, ‘be con nbatted, they 


hesitatingly punish their misdeeds: At a time whien 


one of the most. degenerated tyrants who ever wore 4 
crown or wiel led the sceptre reigned, Elijah arose, and 
“fearlessly, and without reserve, s showed Ahab and his 


wicked wife, Je zebel, their horrible liken ess as in. the 


clearest. ‘glass (Ibid. xx. 17-25.) 
Whi ho. is not astonished at the und: Aunte ‘dness with which 


the founder of the Re formation ‘ap peared three centuri& 


since before the Imperial: Diet:at W orms, pronouncing 


the memorable. wotds, Here stand, I can do no 


otherwise, God help me, Amen?” Is not this action 


of the Augustine monk. justly lauded to..the. skies? 


Now let our readers. follow us to Mount Carmel. 


Klijah, does not, like Luther, appear before the: most 


intelligent rulers. of his time, before the learned ec- 


clesiastical princes of his age, protected and sheltered. 


by several ‘powerful sovereigns. . No, Elijah -stands 


surrounded by eight hundred and fifty. bloodthirsty 
-pniests, encompassed by a erowd, whose mind became 


poisened with a horrtble mock re ‘ligion ; hated and per 


secuted by tyrant, 


sucrimce: the most innoceut -of citizens. 


Nor ‘was. this all. | 


The. foe from without was that crowned, ty rant, Antio- 
chius Epiphanes, whose ewn people altered a letter in| 


his name, purposely to déseribe his state of mind,* who 


seems | someti mes to haunt‘ some anointed heads—to 
force his own creed upon all his subjects, and thus in- 
tended to drive the Jews likewise into the mythological 
religion of the Greeks. | 

Here we have only to notice that the real motives of the 
anointed head of the present day, who seems bent upon 
driving every body into the Greek Church—an idea, 
whieh, instead of making. mankind happy, has made 
hundreds of thousands miserable and wretched: tha, 


the sincerity, we say, of this modern Antioehus, is very 


who would in a mere whim 


Not hke. 


much doubted, since the irreconcilable contradictions of 
his sayings and doings, of his professions and his works, 


‘induces the impartial observer to disbelieve his prows” 


| words, and to judge him an ingatiab] e plunderer by his 


de eds, 
The terrible baths of: rae the horrible scenes W high 


followed in the train of those barbarous measures, shall 


remain undescribed ; but we cannot avoid’ mentioning 


the multitude, till all grew mute, the tyrant himself 


| 


reformation, the compass of their ideas remaining less | 


‘di aunted :'Tisht vite, that gre eat W: rior for God and truth, a fought under their banners. At” a time W hen external | | dl 


ente rtained the insane idea, which. even now- a-days | the tombs,” 


relations of life. 


the enemies within Tsrael, the renegades who, following 
Greek superstition, betrayed their own brothers,—they 
must be drawn in this picture, as the shades to the 
light of those heroic and undaunted souls, who would 
sooner part with their life than their faith. An old 
man of fourscore and ten, cheerfully embraced death, 
because he would not even to appearance swerve from 
the Divine laws ; seven youths, children of one mother, 


were most horribly tortured to death, because they 


would not bend their knee to that idol which the tyrant, 
their executioner, worshipped; the mother, who is an 
eye-witness to this seven-fold slaughter, and who en- 
courages her sons in their martyrdom, voluntarily follows 
her children (2 Macc. vi. vii., Jost. All. Gesch., &e.,) 
into death. But the martyrs alone would not have 
sufficed to accomplish the work of liberation, although 
their deaths had an inspiring influence upon the people 
—had it not been for the Maccabees, or Hasmonites 
(from their ancestor, Hasmon), who, in their heroism 
and undauntedness, erected for themselves an everlasting. 


‘monument. After punishing the recreants of their own. 


nation, they, at the head of a small, but brave army, 
combatted and conquered their enemies, and never 
sheathed their swords’ till the name of the Eternal could : 
again be worshipped as the Only One of Israel. | 

We shall now enumicrate another instance of extraor- ; 
dinary intrepidity, on the part of the youths of Judah, a 
The Holy. 
City, handed over to the sway of a rapacious: aiid 


before the close of the ante-Christian age. 


‘bloodthirsty Roman Governor (Sabinus), being the 
scene of the most revolting cruelties, all the youths of 
the land march to Jerusalem, and fearlessly sacrifiee 
a | their lives for liberty. and their sanctuary, which the | 
enemy had dared to desecrate. Tn’ vain do the sons. of ; 
Rome fight to desperation, the resistance of the Jews 
frustrates all their efforts, and, exhausted, they 
forced to retire. 


Instead of Epiphanes the Great, was s called 1 the: 
Mad. _ 


THE FAITH OF ISRAEL, 
| “The Law of God is in his heart.” 


Ip it were possible to write the. Jewish. name 
and nation. out of existence, there aré some men 


| who would doubtless think it a pious and a Chris- 


tian act to do. so; the pertinacity, the vigour, the. 
unabated love with which the Jew adheres to his 
ancient faith, is a wonder i in the eyes of the C hris- 


‘tian world, “perhaps a blow to that self-love which 


fondly. but vainly hopes: for a universal dominant 
belief, which thinks not alone to spiritualize the 
W orld, 
growth to oyertop the parent tree, dissolve the | 
Covenant of Abraham, and conve: the deseen- 


“knights mithout fear and nithout blemish,’ wh | ‘dants of those men ho came forth free from the 


idolatry of Eg who stood before -Mount 
Sinai, who wors! Up el inthe Temp! é consecrated 
God’s own presence, who now, alas, weep the 
estruction of. that Temple, mourn their city. 
and their land, but who in. their dispersion 


rather - than: by: Kings, - that he might un. | proved how much courage and intrepidity could ‘achieve. | ‘through the earth, cling with “ey erlasting r hope, 


inay more, with certainty, 
‘promise: of the Father 
Rock -of Israel. | 

“To live a Jew in these days is: to amont, 
‘$0 Says a writer in “ Blackwood’s 
Magazine.”* Let us sce with what truth. Emi-_ 
nently active in ‘commercial pursuits, otten dis- 
tinguished in science and art, patriotic in. prin- 
ciple, zealous im: the» “promotion of education, 
indefatigable in the practice of charity and bene- 
yolence, and irreproachable’ in ‘the social and 
If with all these 
quahties, “the Jew live among the tombs,” it 
he be * barren and desolate like his country,” 
“and has no beauty in him,” then, indeed, the 
critic in “ Blackwood” - is right, and happiness 
may yet spring from the low “places of the earth. 
‘Like those of whom our Sages have said, ‘“ they 
prophesied, but knew not what they prophesied,” 
so this writer may have penned truth. uncon- 
sciously, for ‘as we call our last resting-place on 
earth because it leads to everlasting 
lite, so may our dwelling-places in this world be 
called tombs, if. by the course of our existence’ 


here they are preparatory places for eternal bliss 
hereafter. 


‘to the -never- -failing 
of Merey, the Bternal 


Does the Jew live among the tomb iyacaiail 
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he is an exile from his land, and- scattered to 
the four quarters of the world, carries with him 
the knowledge of the One God! or is it because 
he is at once the living witness of God’s revela- 
lation, His justice, but not less of His mercy, 
aye, infinite mercy, which after the time of ex- 
piation is certain to await the repentant sons of 
lerdal ? “ Return uato me, and I will return unto 
you saith the Lord.” 

Is there anything more strikingly grand, more 
solemnly affecting for the soul to contemplate 
than an entire people, dispersed over the whole 
globe, cemented together by one absorbing tie, 
one essential principle of faith, the Unity of 


God? Through persecution, oppression, suffering, | 


and death they have borne this mighty truth 
everywhere for near four thousand years it has 
been their stay and their support ; and what 
surer symbol of earnestness and sincere re- 


--pentance than the bowing to the hand that 
~ chastiseth, acknowledging its justice, resting on 


its mercy. | | 
Does the Jew live among the tombs? Answer 


this ye millions of Israelites scattered over the 
four corners of the earth. Wherefore do ye pro- 


_ claim morning and evening, with one accord, “ Hear} 
—O Israel, the Lord our God the Lord is One ?” 
Doth voice join with voice, heart with heart, and 


soul with soul, and is your only portion here the 


- darkly tombs? What is it that in tyrant lands, 
or in free countries, in ‘riches and in affluence, in 


poverty aid misery, in honour or in contumely, 
what is it that animates and preserves you? 


~ Sure'y nof an “obsolete religion.”’ "Tis a Divine, 


imp rishable light, that burns for ever in the 


Jewish breast. Ours is a perfect, pure, and un- 


- contlicting faith, which teaches love to God, and 


love to man, 
may be,- we are yet not “ dwellers among tombs,” | 


Lowly and despised though we 


rather sojourners in the pathways of life; and 


while we neither acknowledge noradmit a mediator 
between man and his Maker to obtain ‘salvation, 


for “it is not in heaven that thou shouldst say, 


Torqua Ye 


in tie Wort.” By William Henry John- 


Who shall go up for us to heaven and bring it 


unto us, that we may hear it and do it, but the 


word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and in 


thy heart, that thou mayest do it.” while we 


know that a broken and contrite heart God doth’ 


not despise. We hold forth the hand of brother- 


hood to the followers of other creeds, we value 


intellect, venerate virtue ; above’all, remember 
that we are alike children of one earthly parent, 
while we all louk up to One Father in Heaven, 
Review: “ The Holy Land.’—Sept., 1854. 


stone, M.A.,. Chaplain: of Addiscombe. London : 


Farquhar Shaw, Southampton-row, and Pater- 


-noster-row. 


[yt is now three months since that we had the 


gratification of reviewing a work written by a 


Christian Clergyman, the Rev. Walter Chamber- 


jain. | We then expressed our conviction that the 


tiodern enlightened Jew has no hesitation to read 
and examine any arguments advanced by Chris- 


‘tians on religious subjects, nor does he at. all 


refuse to enter into controversy on the doctrines. 


and proofs of .either faith, so long ‘as the polemics. 


are conducted ina. spirit of fairness, of sincere 
inquiry, and honest truth-seeking. Indeed, we 


cannot see for a moment. why religious inquiry 
should not be carried: on in the same scicutific 


manner as that of any other branch of knowledge. 
The times are gone by when religious controversy 


was merely a mockery, when the rack and the 


stake were in the back-ground reserved for the 


Jew who could not be convinced, to consign him 


“to ignominious death. Happily, with few  ex- 
eeptions, religious controversy between Jew and 


Christian is now treated as a matter of science, 
and no force is employed when reason fails in its 
mission. We often read in the diaries of Mis- 
sionaries that. the Jews are so strongly biassed in 
favour of their own religion, that they will not 
listen to any argument; to this we must join 
issue. Irom our knowledge of the state of the 
mind of the present Jew, we can assert the con- 


trary. It is only the manner, the circumstances, 


and the occasion in which these arguments are 


brought forward, which exasperates the Jews. 
Often these Missionaries intrude on the domestic 
circle of Jewish families, disturb their quiet, and 


cord and strife in families. To such proceedings 


investigation,—such as the learned Rev. Walter 
Chamberlain, in a work so full of research as the 
‘¢ National Restoration, &c., of the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel;” or in an able and impartially-written 
work like the one before us, by the Rev. W. H. 
Johnstone,—we may conscienciously state, in 
behalf of ourselves and co-religionists, that we 
hail such productions with delight, and take great 
pleasure, not only in a cursory perusal, but in an 
assiduous investigation of their contents. | 
Some controversionalists, such as Dr. Croly, 
&c., have been unscrupulous in their attacks, not 
only on the Rabbinical, but on the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, condemning many of its laws as barba- 
rous and unsuitable to the present age. Not so 
with the author of the volume before us. A pious 
Christian, devoted to his faith, he has nevertheless 
done ample justice to that code for which he ex- 


may be so far improved, as to be able to follow 
the dictates of the Divinely given Jewish code.” 

It affords us much gratification to extract the 
following observations offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Johnstone, on the ‘ Constitution given to the 
model people,” in hopes that we shall be enabled 
to follow up our review with more extracts on this 
as well as other important subjects. g 
Meanwhile, we recommend “ Israel the 
World,” as a book contaiming much that will 
interest and instruct both the Jewish and Chris- 
tian reader, and which cannot fail in cementing 


‘that bond of fellowship which the sincerely pious 
of both creeds are so earnestly desirous of ac- 


complishing:— 
the Laws of Moses with reverence, while Jews and 
Christians -attribute nothing short of ‘Divine authority 


‘to every word they contain, and while even Mohamme- 


dans place the Pentateuch in the list of books, the pos- 
session of which gives some worthiness to the children 
of Israel, yet how few understand what is the purpose 


chatacter!. : 

It is not my present design to contemplate the 
Mosaic Code in its theological aspect. I am now going 
to regard it as the Constitution given to the model 
people ; such as° affected, not so much their eternal 
interests, as their social and ‘political eondition. | If it 
is true, (as most of my readers will readily acknowledge), 


‘{that, independently of its more sacred meaning, the 


Pentateuch contains a collection of laws and statutes, 
intended for the guidance of’ the people of Israel, and 
‘for the direction of the civil magistrate in forming his 


that, if they had been carried out, the Jews would have 


position of the first nation in the world. Nay, we may 


people, and its state was to be imitated by others, as 
oon as the full purpose of God, with regard to. the 
human race, on the earth, should be carried out. The 
frequent habit, therefore, of Christian people, in. re- 
ferring to these laws,.as though the Lord, having once 
thought them good, thinks them so no longer,—1is a sad 
error, 


in believing that wherever our eivil laws disagree’ with 


ment, that condition isa deplorable evil... see 
In endeavouring to form a. correct estimate of the 
civil code of Israel, we should notice, in’ the first place, 


the whole, not precisely a condensation of all the laws 
which come after, but giving a general idea of the 
nature and tone of it, in much the same way as the 
preface of a book, or (to musical ears) the prelude of 
an opera does. At any rate, the order in which the 
Yen Commandments are placed represents the degree 
of importance tobe attached to the ensuiny statutes, 


tives. Thus, we have first, the supremacy and dignity 
of Jehovah clearly and emphatically announced. Then 


celebrating His worship, Afterwards respect to those 
human authorities who are the voice of God to man. 
Then, in a descending scale of precedence, the laws 
relating to the injuries inflicted on the person, the viola- 
tion of the family tie, disregard to the property of 
others, and to fair dealing between man and man, — 
Does auy one contend that our modern codes, which 
nearly reverse this table of precedence, are, on that 


account, to be recommended ? 


instead of preaching a religion of peace, sow dis- 


the Jews naturally demur, but whenever Christian. 
\Clergymen approach the Jews for the purpose of| of no rival. 


presses a hope “that some day human society 


Whi'e nearly the whole of the civilized world trea’ 


of the Law, or have any wish to investigate its real 


decisions ; and if it is also true that these laws were. 
--|botind upon the Isrelites by the Lord himself, who 
insisted upon their perfect observance of them, under the 
| penalty of losing His fayour; we may be quite sure that 
| they were fully.and wisely adapted to the people, and. 
avoided all their future calamities, and. risen. into the. 


go a step further than this. Israel was to be a model 


Taking into our careful consideration: the dif- | 
ference inthe climate or in. the age, I cannot hesitate 


those that have received the sanction of God, we ought). 
to count them as imperfect, and open to amendment, | . 
And if our actual social condition impedes all amend- 


that the decalogue is a kind of digest, or preamble of 


of which they were severally the types and representa- | 


the necessity of holding Him in reverence, and duly 


First and foremost stands the great commandment 
of all—that the Lord was ever to be the One Lord, 
admitting of no half service from His people—allowing 

This was the key-stone of the entire code 
—the foundation of every agreement between Jehovah 
and Israel. Obedience to this was the one and only 
condition for the Hebrew people to retain possession of 
the promised land. While all kinds of trouble and in- 
convenience would be their lot, in proportion as they 
violated lesser parts of the Constitution, actual dispos- 
session and banishment were to be the consequence of 
breaking the First Commandment, That is to say, so 
long as the nation of Israel should not openly and pro- 
fessediy reject the Lord, just so long would they con- 
tinue to be landowners of Canaan; however much they 
might be reduced in prosperity, on account of trans- 
gression in other and smaller degrees. — | 

_ Among other great objects of this Seeond Command- 
ment, one was that the people should be taught that no 
one could hold the place of their great invisible King, 
No sovereign of Israel could be (while the Constitution 
was obeyed) held up as the monarchs of Assyria were, 
—standing in the place of God, and wielding an irres- 
ponsible power, 2ndly. There were the laws prohibit- 
ing all irreverence, profanity, or. disrespect towards the 
Lord. And, 3rdly. It was-enacted that certain times 
and seasons should be set/apart for more especially ren-_ 
dering homage to the King of all kings. Of these 
seasons, the Sabbath, being the most remarkable, was | 
taken as a type of the whole, and was enjoined in the 

I could linger, some considerable time, over these — 
commandments of the first table, and the other special 
religious statutes (including sacrifice, &c.); but, in 
accordance with the design of this book, Iam compelled — 


greater enormity assigned in the Mosaic code to religi- 
ous sins, contrasts very strikingly with the customs of 
all civilized people, who. punish with great severity 
every offence against the lives and property of citizens, - 
but treat with exceeding lenity the crimes of the blas-_ 
phemer or infidel, Not that I should advocate the im-. 
mediate alteration of our laws, in this respect ; for, on 
account’ of the acknowledged imperfection of those who 
either make the jaws, or establish the customs, in vogue 


against the first table, with the same rigour as those 
against the second. Actual society could not tolerate 


| society. does not feel itself sufficiently interested in 
punishing religious crimes, and will not, let us sav, 
cannot, frame their constitution in agcordanee with the 
unfailing principles of truth and equity. In face of this 
obvious difficulty, it is the part of a good man to endea- 
vour to instil virtuous principles into the hearts of those 
with wlfom he has intercourse, in the bope that some — 
day human society may be so far improved, as to be 
able to follow the dictates of the Divinely given Jewish 


LATE JUDAH. TOURO. 
will be recollected that the K. K. Benai Israel of. 
this city resolved to erect a testimonial to the memor vy 
of the late Judah-Touro.. Committee entrusted to 
procure a tablet, have fulfilled the task imposed. on 
them, and have procured a large marble slab, which has 
| been appropriately placed. in a conspicuous part of the 
Synagozue, ‘The stone bears the. following in- 
Wy, 


wii — 
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yas 


N? 2 


= 


Pan 
In grateful remembrance of his 
MUNIFICENCE, 
This. testimonial is erected to the memory of 
JUDAH: FOU RO. 
His universal philanthropy endeared him to 
His liberality to this Institution gained the gratitude of 
MIS BRETHREN, 


 Tsraclite,”’ 


to pass them over, remarking only thus much, that the 


among-us, is would not be possible to visit the crimes 


such a state of things, simply for this reason, that 
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